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The challenges and opportunities in supporting global
health are increasingly diverse as they are important.
In order to publish timely, high-quality and equitable
research that promotes health and well-being for every-
one, BMC Global and Public Health aims to develop an
expansive portfolio of content and targeted collections.

We are excited about the potential impact that BMC
Global and Public Health will have in promoting sound
science and debate in the pursuit of global health equity.
The journal opened with its first publications in July 2023,
including the launch editorial that introduced the jour-
nal’s aims and ambitions [1]. Our intention is to publish
content from a wide range of communities to encourage
health benefits for all. BMC Global and Public Health is
now steadily diversifying across research fields and start-
ing to engage with communities across the globe.

Together, the Editorial team has a wide range of pub-
lic health interests. Ben has a background in primary
care clinical trials and his PhD research focused on gen-
eral practitioners use of blood tests for suspected can-
cer patients. Cancer continues to be a global epidemic
where primary care remains an important setting for
targeting prevention and diagnostic strategies. However,
opportunities for early cancer detection vary by geogra-
phy, whereby factors relating to healthcare structures,
resources, and access can determine cancer outcomes
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[2, 3]. To support communities where improved strate-
gies are needed for supporting earlier cancer diagnosis,
we launched the collection Implementation of cancer
strategies in primary care: Addressing global disparities
(https://www.biomedcentral.com/collections/ICSPC) -
guest edited by Tanimola Martins (University of Exeter)
and Suzanne Scott (Queen Mary University of London).
This year’s World Cancer Day focused on closing the care
gap—we hope this collection will contribute towards this
goal by attracting valuable content that helps to address
global cancer inequalities and promote strategies for ear-
lier detection. Equality in healthcare is also dependent
on the spread and advance of technology. We recognize
the opportunities for novel and existing technologies
to reduce barriers to accessing healthcare and promote
sustainable solutions. To capture impactful content in
this field, we launched the collection Digital interven-
tions, services, and applications for reducing global health
gaps in disadvantaged populations (https://www.biome
dcentral.com/collections/DIGH) - guest edited by Dustin
Gibson (Johns Hopkins University) and Binyam Tilahun
(University of Gondar). An influx in health technol-
ogy and pharmaceutical advances in recent years may
in part be associated with the emergence of COVID-19.
The pandemic has reinvigorated the infectious disease
research community’s focus on preparedness and control
measures, leading to a growing interest in travel-related
infectious disease. This is an important and developing
area of research where we hope our collection Epidemi-
ology of travel-related and tropical infectious diseases
(https://www.biomedcentral.com/collections/etid) -
guest edited by Asma Sohail (Monash University) and
Shanti Narayanasamy (Duke University) - will stimulate
ongoing scientific discourse.
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Gen is interested in mental health-related topics
including treatment, social determinants, and pub-
lic health service for mental disorders. He has research
experience in epidemiology and intervention studies of
common mental disorders such as depression and post-
traumatic stress disorder. Mental health is as important
as physical health and there is no health without mental
health. It is always important to introduce a psychoso-
cial perspective to gain a better understanding of current
public health challenges faced by vulnerable populations.
Therefore, we launched the collection Stigma and men-
tal health in infectious diseases (https://www.biomedcent
ral.com/collections/stigma-mh-infectious). We believe
that health-related stigma and mental health problems
constitute major barriers to help seeking behavior and
high-quality health services, especially for infectious
diseases such as HIV and tuberculosis. In this collection
guest edited by Amrita Daftary (York University) and Jer-
emiah Chikovore (Human Sciences Research Council,
South Africa), we aim to discuss the assessment, health
impacts, and intervention of stigma and common mental
disorders associated with infectious diseases, and the first
content has already been published. In their research,
Cooper et al. explored race/ethnicity-based stigmatiza-
tion in Canada during the COVID-19 pandemic [4]. In
a Q&A with the guest editors, their experience and per-
spectives regarding pressing issues in addressing health-
related stigma and mental health problems were also
shared [5].

Universal health coverage (UHC), as an important aim
of the Sustainable Development Goal 3 (Ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages), is another
key topic for the journal. Migration health is a key puz-
zle to achieving UHC. In October 2023, the World Health
Organization published its first global research agenda
on migration health, which prioritized the generation
of evidence in primary health care among migrants and
refugees [6]. Therefore, we launched the collection Mak-
ing health care more accessible, acceptable, and sustain-
able to migrants and refugees (https://www.biomedcent
ral.com/collections/MHCAS), guest edited by Wen
Chen (Sun Yat-sen University). In this collection, we
aim to present evidence from multi-sectoral research in
this underrepresented population to address determi-
nants of health. Major improvements in health financ-
ing are also required to achieve meaningful progress in
UHC. Unwise government spending on healthcare would
even exacerbate existing health inequity. We therefore
launched the collection Health financing to advance
universal health coverage and health equity — challenges
and novel approaches (https://www.biomedcentral.
com/collections/HF), guest edited by Samir Garg (State
Health Resource Centre Chhattisgarh), to capture global
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experiences and novel approaches in health financing
research. With these collections, we hope to capture
evidence that helps to inform policy and practice and
encourages the transition to UHC by 2030.

Global health remains an important research and pub-
lic priority. We are delighted to serve public health com-
munities around the world by helping researchers to
distribute valuable evidence and by engaging with health-
care advocates. With support from all our stakehold-
ers including the guest editors for our collections, BMC
Global and Public Health aspires to be a leading journal
that contributes to advancing research evidence and to
improving human health.
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